[Intraocular application of bevacizumab for the treatment of choroidal neovascularization secondary to angioid streaks].
Angioid streaks are the typical ophthalmological manifestation of the systemic disease pseudoxanthoma elasiticum. Fundoscopy reveals angioid streaks as irregular dark brownish lines radiating from the area around the optic disc. Choroidal neovascularization (CNV) is the major cause of severe visual loss in patients with angioid streaks. Argon-laser treatment of CNV secondary to angioid streaks shows poor results. Photodynamic therapy (PDT) with verteporfin does not seem to be an effective treatment for achieving stabilization of visual acuity and lesion size in CNV secondary to angioid streaks. Results after a combination of the intravitreal application of triamcinolone with PDT did not show the expected benefit. In the era of promising new intravitreal treatments for patients suffering from age-related macular degeneration, it is interesting to observe this effect of angiogenesis inhibitors (bevacizumab, ranibizumab, pegaptanib) in patients with neovascilarization secondary to angioid streaks. In our case, we observed a deterioration in visual acuity and leakage of the CNV after treatment with PDT alone. However, after the intravitreal injection of bevacizumab, we observed an improvement in vision, and the area of neovascularization changed into a fibrotic scar. A controlled study with long-term results is needed to definitively evaluate this kind of treatment.